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Objectives of SAQA

1.

Advance the
objectives of the
NQF

’
2.

Coordinate 3
Sub-frameworks

3.

CSAQA

Oversee the
further
development
and
implementation
of NQF



SAQA

NQF Objectives/ purpose

Single,
Integrated Framework

Access, Mobility,
Progression

Redress

Personal/ Social/ \*
Economic development "
of lifelong learner and
nation




NQF Context in SA CLSAQA

*The National Qualifications
Framework is a single
integrated system for the
“classification, registration,
publication and articulation of
quality-assured national
qgualifications”.
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NQF context in SA contd.

*The NQF Is organised as a
series of levels of learning
achievement arranged In
ascending order from one to ten

*There Is one set of level
descriptors for the NQF




NQF context in SA contd.

*The NQF Is a single
Integrated system which
comprises three co-
ordinated Qualifications
Sub-Frameworks
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SAQA Functions SAQA

Register

Recognise

Liaise Maintain
internationally registers

Coordinate,

develop
policies,
Advise

Research




Timeline of the NQF SAQA
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SAQA

Coordinate Sub-Frameworks of

National Qualifications Framework

Level Sub-framework and qualification types

10 Doctoral Degree
Doctoral Degree (Professional)

9 Master’s Degree

have not been determined pending further advice
Master’s Degree (Professional) *

8 Bachelor Honours Degree Occupational Certificate (Level 8)
Postgraduate Diploma
Bachelor’s Degree

7 Bachelor’s Degree Occupational Certificate (Level 7)
Advanced Diploma

6 Diploma Occupational Certificate (Level 6)
Advanced Certificate

Higher Education Qualifications Sub-
Framework

5 Higher Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 5)

National Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 4)

Intermediate Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 3)
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Elementary Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 2)

General and
Further Education
and Training
Qualifications Sub-
Framework

General Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 1)

—————




Overarching NQF policies

Qualifications
and part-
qualifications

Professional

bodies and

professional
rdesipniations

NQF
System of
collaboration

THE SOUTH AFRICAN QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY
Policy and Criteria for Evaluating Foreign Qualifications
within the South African NQF (as amended) March 2017

Level
Descriptors

:
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NQF Implementation Framework
2011-2015

NQF
Implementation
Framework

16 Mo 407 GOVERNMENT GATETTE, & JANUARY 207

SOUTH AFRICAN QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY
NO.8 o5 JANLIARY 2017

SAQA

DRAFT NATIONAL POLICY ON
THE MISREPRESENTATION OF
QUALIFICATIONS

Draft for putidlc comment
EJanuary 2017




4771
providers accredited to
offer qualifications

Learners on the
3508 NLRD

providers accredited to
offer part-
qualifications

106

Recogn.ised Qualification
Professional Achievements Part-

Bodies qualification
Achievements

Achievements
350 677 through RPL
Professionals with
designations

NLRD Snapshot as at 31 March 2018




s & higher education

Straming
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B GenErAL AND FURTHER
EpucaTtion AND TRAINING

Edutaton and Tisning
PURLIC CF SOUT AFRCA

QUALIFICATIONS SuB-FRAMEWORK

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

SUB-FRAMEWORKS AND QUALIFICATION TYPES

DocroraL DEGREE

DoctorAL DEGREE
(ProFEssIONAL)

MasTer’s DEGREE
Masrer’s DecGRreE
(ProFessionaL)

BacHeLorR Honours DEGREE
PosTGRADUATE DipLOMA
BacHeLoR’s DEGREE

BacHeLOR’S DEGREE
Abpvancep DipLoma

DipLOMA
ApvaNCED CERTIFICATE
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OccupATIONAL CERTIFICATE

OccuprATIONAL CERTIFICATE

OccuprATIiONAL CERTIFICATE

OccupaTiONAL CERTIFICATE

OccupATIONAL CERTIFICATE

OccupaTioNAL CERTIFICATE

OccupPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

OccuraTioNAL CERTIFICATE
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Where there is an oconaucnal cualllicahon needed at levels 9 and
10, The developers should contact SAQA and the quality counciis

to motivate.
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International Liaison

§ South African National =
Commission for UNESCO ﬂ

Summary of Deliberations:

Meeting of the Education Sector Committee (ESC) of the South
African National Commission (NATCOM) for the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), held on 3
July 2018 at SAQA House, Hatfield, Pretoria, South Africa.

- 2017/8
Accountability
in education:

towards fraud
and corruption
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Level

I\ICJ:

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

elow
NQF Level 1

Level 1

Level 2 '.eVe| 2
Level Level 3
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Level 4 Level 4

Level 5

Level 6 /
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Level 7

Level 8

Level 9

Level 10

Level 5

—T —

Level 6

Level 8

------"‘[

Level 9

Level 10




C_Lﬁmﬁ South African Qualifications Authority Memoranda and/or Contracts
34 as at 18 September 2018

S5A0A has standing memoranda and/or contracts with agencies
in the following countries in these areas:

SADC Protocol on Bilateral agreement on mutual Contract to develop an Memaoranda of Understanding (MoUs) in the
Education and Training recognition of qualifications information system with area of qualifications framewuorks (CFs) with
with Russia and China Mamibia Malaysia, United Arab Emirates and New

Fealand

Verifications® Service Level Agreements (VSLAS)

ﬂ nl I

Australia Botswana France Kenya

7=

Mamibia Metherlands Saudi Arabia Singapore
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11 53

[ToA Zambia Hong Kong Thailand




Seven draft mutual recognition of qualifications (MRQ) agreements

between SA and other countries
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Based on 2017 data Based on 2015 data

L higher education
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V Gilub l.( OUTH AFRc A T e
umALUsi @QACTO
) - Technical Vocational
Basic Education Education and Trainin
g Higher Education and
Training

50 Public TVET Colleges with

23 796 Public Schools 737 880 learners

with
12 490 132 learners

26 Public HEIs with

9 Community Colleges (one 985 212 learners

per province) with
283 602 learners

124 Private HEIs with

1966 Private Schools
147 210 learners

with
402 141 learners

252 Private TVET Colleges with
88 203 learners
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Accreditation of Providers and Registration of Qualifications on the National Qqualifications Framework

This infographic shows the shift from the SAQA Act of 1995 to the NQF Act of 2008 which came into effect on 1 June 2009 with regard fo registration
and accreditation of providers and learning programmes as well as registration of qualifications on the NQF

Pre 2009

* Minigter of Education set norms and standards

» Standards development and quality assurance were done by separate entities

i.e. SACA (standards development) and ETQAs (quality assurance)

8 level NQF

Registered prvate providers to Facilitated the develop | Accredited providers to offer
offer leaming programmes that qualifications and unit ctagilards  leaming programmes and unit
lead to qualifications registered . [ ctandards leading to qualifications
on the NOF Registered qualificationg registered on the NQF

standards on the NQF

i .
eduction
_
e
AERELC OF SNTH AR

ql.ni'ﬁcahummdmrt st3
regisiered on the NOF

“Pre 2009, ETQAs were Umalusi, CHE, SETAs and Professional Bodies (33 ETQAS

Publshed by SAQA

1
Accredited Education, T
Quality and Assurance B

Issued by: Advocacy & Communication CEO Sub-Commitiee:

Provider.

Registered with Dok (if private) 10
offer leaming programmes leading
to qualifications regictered on the
NQF

1
Public institutions offered
accredited leaming programmes
leading to registered qualfications
on the NQF

1
Accredited by SETA-ETQAs to
offer leaming programmes leading
to qualifications registered on the
MQF. The Skills Development Act
was changed to allow skills
providers to operate with
accreditation only and excluded
them from being regisiered by
the Dok as well

Date: August 2018

Regrsm private providers fo

Post 2009

i.e. Quality Councils

r qualfications registered on
= NOF * development, regis
' S

proves programme gualification
for public universities for the
poses of subsidies

rorprem——
A Ty

& Eem. Reg:

**Post 2009, Qualty Councis are Umalusi, CHE and QCTO

» Minizter of Higher Education and Training etz norms and standards
» Standards development and quality assurance done by one entity

Councils

10 level

Develop and implement policies

and criteria using SAQA palicies

and criteria for:

» development, registration and
publication of qualifications

* assessment, recognition of prior
leaming and credit accumulation
and fransfer

= quality assurance

1
Communicate polices and criteria
relevant to their Sub-Framework
1

Quality assure providers offering
qualifications in their Sul-
Framework

1
Accredit providers to offer
lzarning programmes leading
to qualifications registered on
the NQF

1
Recommend new qualifications
and part-qualifications to SAQA
for registration on the NOF

@ @acro

UMALUSI

Post-School Education and
Training changed the arrangeme:
- from 2013 all private providers
including skills providers must
register with DHET

1

Offer accredited learning
programmes that lead o
registered qualifications on
the NQF




Quality assuring
national qualifications



Accreditation of Providers and Registration of Qualifications

4 Returns programmes that do not meet criteria for accreditation \‘
; Returns gualifications that do not meet SAQA policy and criteria for registration
L
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=
Develop new qualifications Accredits providers to offer Registers qualifications that
and new leamning programmes registered qualifications meet SAQA policy and cnteria
for registration on the NQF
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= Apply for accreditation to offer
t registered qualifications Remmmends qualifications
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PR

P

Established .
through an 4—'PUbI'C Independent schools
Act of Registered with DHET offering basic education
Parliament *Registered with the
1 Provincial Dept in the
_, Province where they offer
their services

Private

"""""""""""""""" QQCTO uMAaLUsI @]
m CHE Quallty Gounl for Trades & Occupations
o OQSF qualifications GFETQSF qualifications
HEQSF qualifications *The QCTO establishes a -Qualifications are developed by a
°Pro§/|.der-s develop their own Qualifications Deye!opment committee established by Umalusi.
qualifications, consult relevant Committee, consisting of «Umalusi recommends registration of
stakeh?ld(a:rs, and then seek CHE representatives for the s.ef:tor_, the qualification to SAQA.
accreditation. which develops the qualification. «After registration of the qualification
*CHE recommends registration *QCTO recommends registration of by SAQA:
of the qualification to SAQA. the qualification to SAQA. *Public institutions may offer it;
*After registration of the * After registration of the *Private institutions must apply for
qualification, the provider may qualification, providers apply for Umalusi accreditation to offer it.
market and offer it. QCTO accreditation to offer it.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________



Programme

Accreditation National reviews

CHE

Quality promotion
Institutional audits and capacity
development



Table 1: NQF quality assurance responsibilities and oversight

Schooling Post-school education and training
DBE oversight responsibility DHET oversight responsibility
NQF Umalusi quality assures the GFETQSF QCTO quality assures the CHE quality assures the HEQSF | NQF
OQSF Level
e  Doctoral Degree 10
Doctoral Degree (Professional)
e  Master’s Degree 9
xk e  Master’s Degree (Professional)
Occupational Certificate, Level 8 e  Bachelor’s Degree (Honours) 8
e  Post Graduate Diploma
e  Bachelor’s Degree
Occupational Certificate, Level 7 e  Bachelor’s Degree 7
e  Advanced Diploma
National N-Diploma | Occupational Certificate, Level 6 e Diploma 6
e Advanced Certificate
N4, N5, N6 \ ccupational Certificate, Level 5 Higher Certificate
4 Further Education and e National Senior Certificatd NC(V), Level 4 Senior Certificate C cupational Certificate, Level 4 4
Training (FET) Phase e Senior Certificate Specialisation
3 (Grades: 10-12; e Intermediate Certificate NC(V), Level 3 N3 C :cupational Certificate, Level 3
Age: 16-18 years) e  Elementary Certificate NC(V), Level 2 N2 sccupational Certificate, Level 2
1 e  General Certificate N1 Occupational Certificate, Level 1 1
End of compulsory schooling: Grade 9 A
Senior Phase (Grades: 7-9: Age: 13-15 years) v
Ends in Grade 9 which is at NQF Level 1 Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) Level 3
Grade 8 and below falls below NQF Level 1;
Grade 7 is located in the primary school »
Intermediate Phase (Grades: 4 — 6; Age: 10-12 years) v ABET Level 2
Foundation Phase (Grades: 1-3; Age: 7-9 years) v ABET Level 1

Pre-primary (Grade: R; Age: 6 years)

** Occupational Certificates may be developed and registered at Levels 9 and 10 on consultation with the QCs
and SAQA and advice to the Minister



Grade 9 is at NQF Level 1.
At the end of grade 9, school learners may follow one of three further learning pathways namely:

Learning pathway 1:

Continue at school and complete the NSC, NQF Level 4 which gives access to:
O  Higher education (Higher Certificate, Diploma or Bachelg
O  Occupational Certificates a

0]

nding on the nature of the NSC attainment of the learner);

Continue studies at a TVET College doing either:
l. a National Certificate (Vocational Levels 2, 3 and 4) which gives access to:
O Higher education (Higher Certificate, Diploma or Bachelor's Degree study depending on the nature of the NC(V) Level 4
attainment of the learner);
O Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 5; or
O The workplace.

NATED part-qualifications at NQF levels 1, 2, and 3 which give access to;
N4, N5 and N6 part-qualifications which together with 18 or 24 months of workplace integrated learning lead to the National N Diploma at

NQF level 6;
A Senior Certificate (Specialisation), NQF Level 4 or NASCA, NQF Level 4 (once it is offered by TVET Colleges);
Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 4 or 5;

Entry to apprenticeships; or

The workplace.

Learning pathway

Learners may enrol for Occupational Certificates a




Articulation into the HEQSF

National Certificate (Vocational)

Admission to: National Senior Certificate

Higher An NSC with an achievement rating of
Certificate . three (3) obtained in Life Orientation and two other subjects, and
studies ° a rating of two (2) obtained in the other four subjects,

together with any other university requirements can provide access to
Certificate /National Certificate / National Higher Certificate studies

An NC(V) Level 4 and

. compliance with the language of teaching and learning in the higher
education institution

together with any other university requirements can provide access to Certificate

/ National Certificate / National Higher Certificate studies

Admission National Senior Certificate

to:
Diploma An NSC with an achievement rating of An NC(V) Level 4 and
studies . three (3) or better obtained in four °
subjects (excluding Life Orientation)
together with any other university requirements
can provide access to Diploma /National Diploma | e

studies SlerEcis

at least 50% in three fundamental subjects including the
language of learning and teaching in the higher
education institution

achieve at least 60% in the three compulsory vocational un ive rs Ity req u | reme nts

together with any other university requirements can provide
access to Diploma / National Diploma studies

National Certificate (Vocational)

National N-Diploma
together with any other

Admission to: National Senior Certificate

CE S - An NSC with an achievement rating of
studies . four (4) or better obtained in four subjects from the approved
designated list
together with any other university requirements can provide access to
Bachelor’s Degree higher education studies

National Certificate (Vocational)

An NC(V) Level 4 and

. at least 60% in three fundamental subjects including the language of
learning and teaching in the higher education institution
. achieve at least 70% in the four vocational subjects, chosen for the NC(V)

Level 4 subjects
together with any other university requirements can provide access to Bachelor’s
Degree higher education studies
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