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Thanks for the Welcome!



Objectives of SAQA

1.

Advance the 
objectives of the 
NQF

2.

Coordinate 3 
Sub-frameworks

3.

Oversee the 
further 
development 
and 
implementation 
of NQF



Single, 

Integrated Framework

Redress

Personal/ Social/ 

Economic  development

of lifelong learner and 

nation

NQF Objectives/ purpose

Access, Mobility, 

Progression



NQF Context in SA

•The National Qualifications 
Framework is a single 
integrated system for the 
“classification, registration, 
publication and articulation of 
quality-assured national 
qualifications”. 



NQF context in SA contd.

•The NQF is organised as a 
series of levels of learning 
achievement arranged in 
ascending order from one to ten

•There is one set of level 
descriptors for the NQF



NQF context in SA contd.

•The NQF is a single 
integrated system which 
comprises  three co-
ordinated Qualifications 
Sub-Frameworks



SAQA Functions

Coordinate, 
develop 
policies,  
Advise

Register 

Recognise

Maintain 
registers

Verify

Evaluate 

Research

Liaise 
internationally 
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Timeline of  the NQF

SAQA Act
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document
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NQF Act

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

e v a l u a t i o n

1 9 9 4
B e f o r e  

1 9 9 4

Dawn of 

democracy 

in South 

Africa

Apartheid

Outcomes-based

Curriculum-

based

NQF Amendment Bill

2018



Coordinate Sub-Frameworks of  

the NQF 
National Qualifications Framework

Level Sub-framework and qualification types

10 Doctoral Degree
Doctoral Degree (Professional)

*

9 Master’s Degree
Master’s Degree (Professional) *

8 Bachelor Honours Degree
Postgraduate Diploma

Bachelor’s Degree

Occupational Certificate (Level 8)

7 Bachelor’s Degree
Advanced Diploma

Occupational Certificate (Level 7)

6 Diploma
Advanced Certificate

Occupational Certificate (Level 6)

5 Higher Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 5)

4 National Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 4)

3 Intermediate Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 3)

2 Elementary Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 2)

1 General Certificate Occupational Certificate (Level 1)
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* Qualification types beyond Level 6 on the OQSF 

have not been determined pending further advice



Overarching NQF policies

RPLLevel 
Descriptors

Qualifications 
and part-

qualifications

Professional 
bodies and 

professional 
designations

AssessmentNQF 
System of 

collaboration

NQF 
Implementation 

Framework

CAT Assessment
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4771 
providers accredited to 

offer qualifications

106 
Recognised
Professional 

Bodies

385 
Professional 
Designations

350 677
Professionals with 

designations

18,3 million 
Learners on the 

NLRD

14,9 million 

3508 
providers accredited to 

offer part-
qualifications

96,2 million 

63 790  

NLRD Snapshot as at 31 March 2018





The Fan



International Liaison





Below

NQF Level 1

Level  1 Level  1

Level 2 Level 2

Level 3 Level 3

Level  4 Level  4

Level  5 Level  5

Level  6 Level  6

Level  7 Level  7

Level  8 Level  8

Level  9 Level  9

Level  10 Level  10
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19

and China

2

2

27

34 as at 18 September 2018

7

1

1 1
Hong Kong Thailand



Malaysia

Seven draft mutual recognition of qualifications (MRQ) agreements 
between SA and other countries

Brazil FranceHungaryCuba

India Palestine



Basic Education

23 796 Public Schools 
with 

12 490 132 learners

1966 Private  Schools 
with  

402 141 learners

Technical Vocational 
Education and Training

50 Public TVET Colleges with 
737 880 learners

9 Community Colleges (one 
per province) with 
283 602 learners

252 Private  TVET Colleges with 
88 203 learners  

Higher Education and 
Training

26 Public HEIs with 
985 212 learners

124 Private HEIs with 
147 210 learners 

Based on 2015 data

Schooling

System

Early Childhood 
Development  Centres 

Kha Ri Gude Project (Literacy)

Professional bodies

Workplace learning

Based on 2017 data
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8 level NQF 10 level 
NQF



Quality assuring 
national qualifications





Public
Established 
through an 

Act of 
Parliament

Established/ registered Providers of Education and Training in South Africa offering:

Registered with DHET

Private

Independent schools 
offering basic education 
•Registered with the 
Provincial Dept in the 
Province where they offer 
their services

HEQSF qualifications
•Providers develop their own 
qualifications, consult relevant 
stakeholders, and then seek CHE 
accreditation.
•CHE recommends  registration 
of the qualification to SAQA.
•After registration of the 
qualification, the provider may  
market and offer it.

OQSF qualifications
•The QCTO establishes a 
Qualifications Development 
Committee, consisting of 
representatives for the sector, 
which develops the qualification.
•QCTO recommends registration of 
the qualification to SAQA.
• After registration of the 
qualification, providers apply for 
QCTO accreditation to offer it.

GFETQSF qualifications
•Qualifications are developed by a 
committee established by Umalusi.
•Umalusi recommends registration of 
the qualification to SAQA.
•After registration of the qualification 
by SAQA: 
•Public institutions may offer it; 
•Private institutions must apply for 
Umalusi accreditation to offer it.

All qualifications must be registered on the NQF

Registration



Programme 
Accreditation

National reviews

Institutional audits
Quality promotion 

and capacity 
development

CHE



Table 1: NQF quality assurance responsibilities and oversight  
 Schooling Post-school education and training  

 DBE oversight responsibility DHET oversight responsibility  

NQF 
Level 

Umalusi quality assures the GFETQSF   QCTO quality assures the 
OQSF 

CHE quality assures the HEQSF NQF 
Level 

10   
** 

 Doctoral Degree  

 Doctoral Degree (Professional)  

10 

9  
** 

 Master’s Degree 

 Master’s Degree (Professional) 

9 

8 Occupational Certificate, Level 8  Bachelor’s Degree (Honours) 

 Post Graduate Diploma 

 Bachelor’s Degree 

8 

7 Occupational Certificate, Level 7  Bachelor’s Degree 

 Advanced Diploma 

7 

6 National N-Diploma Occupational Certificate, Level 6  Diploma 

 Advanced Certificate 

6 

5 N4, N5, N6 Occupational Certificate, Level 5 Higher Certificate  5 

4 Further Education and 
Training (FET) Phase  

(Grades: 10-12;  
Age: 16-18 years) 

 National Senior Certificate 

 Senior Certificate 

NC(V), Level 4 Senior Certificate 
Specialisation 

Occupational Certificate, Level 4  4 

3  Intermediate Certificate NC(V), Level 3 N3 Occupational Certificate, Level 3 3 

2  Elementary Certificate NC(V), Level 2 N2 Occupational Certificate, Level 2 2 

1  General Certificate 
End of compulsory schooling: Grade 9 

 N1 Occupational Certificate, Level 1 1 

 Senior Phase (Grades: 7-9: Age: 13-15 years) 
Ends in Grade 9 which is at NQF Level 1 

Grade 8 and below falls below NQF Level 1;  
Grade 7 is located in the primary school 

 
Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) Level 3 

 

Intermediate Phase (Grades: 4 – 6; Age: 10-12 years) ABET Level 2 

Foundation Phase (Grades: 1-3; Age: 7-9 years) ABET Level 1 

Pre-primary (Grade: R; Age: 6 years)  
 

 
** Occupational Certificates may be developed and registered at Levels 9 and 10 on consultation with the QCs 

and SAQA and advice to the Minister 
 



Grade 9 is at NQF Level 1.

At the end of grade 9, school learners may follow one of three further learning pathways namely:

Learning pathway 1:

Continue at school and complete the NSC, NQF Level 4 which gives access to:

o Higher education (Higher Certificate, Diploma or Bachelor’s Degree study depending on the nature of the NSC attainment of the learner);

o Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 5; or

o The workplace.

Learning pathway 2: 

Continue studies at a TVET College doing either:
i. a National Certificate (Vocational Levels 2, 3 and 4) which gives access to:

o Higher education (Higher Certificate, Diploma or Bachelor’s Degree study depending on the nature of the NC(V) Level 4
attainment of the learner);

o Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 5; or
o The workplace.

or

i. NATED part-qualifications at NQF levels 1, 2, and 3 which give access to;
o N4, N5 and N6 part-qualifications which together with 18 or 24 months of workplace integrated learning lead to the National N Diploma at

NQF level 6;

o A Senior Certificate (Specialisation), NQF Level 4 or NASCA, NQF Level 4 (once it is offered by TVET Colleges);

o Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 4 or 5;

o Entry to apprenticeships; or

o The workplace.

Learning pathway 3: 

Learners may enrol for Occupational Certificates at NQF Level 1.



Admission to: National Senior Certificate National Certificate (Vocational)

Higher
Certificate
studies

An NSC with an achievement rating of 
 three (3) obtained in Life Orientation and two other subjects, and 
 a rating of two (2) obtained in the other four subjects, 
together with any other university requirements can provide access to 
Certificate /National Certificate / National Higher Certificate studies

An NC(V) Level 4 and 
 compliance with the language of teaching and learning in the higher 

education institution
together with any other university requirements can provide access to Certificate 
/ National Certificate / National Higher Certificate studies 

Admission
to:

National Senior Certificate National Certificate (Vocational)

Diploma
studies

An NSC with an achievement rating of
 three (3) or better obtained in four 

subjects (excluding Life Orientation)
together with any other university requirements 
can provide access to Diploma /National Diploma 

studies

An NC(V) Level 4 and
 at least 50% in three fundamental subjects including the 

language of learning and teaching in the higher 
education institution

 achieve at least 60% in the three compulsory vocational 
subjects

together with any other university requirements can provide 
access to Diploma / National Diploma studies

Admission to: National Senior Certificate National Certificate (Vocational)

Bachelor’s Degree
studies

An NSC with an achievement rating of 
 four (4) or better obtained in four subjects from the approved 

designated list
together with any other university requirements can provide access to 
Bachelor’s Degree higher education studies

An NC(V) Level 4 and
 at least 60% in three fundamental subjects including the language of 

learning and teaching in the higher education institution
 achieve at least 70% in the four vocational subjects, chosen for the NC(V) 

Level 4 subjects
together with any other university requirements can provide access to Bachelor’s 
Degree higher education studies

Articulation into the HEQSF

National N-Diploma 
together with any other 
university requirements
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