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Higher education

• The Higher Education and Training Sub-Framework (HEQSF) 

• Levels 5 – 10 
• Quality Council: Council on Higher Education (CHE)

• Recognition on a year-for-year principle

• SAQA database: http://regqs.saqa.org.za/search.php?cat=qual
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HE qualifications in SA and NOKUTS evaluation*
• Higher Certificate: exit level 5 

• Advanced Certificate : exit level 6  

• (National) Diploma: exit level 6 

• Advanced diploma: exit level 7

• Bachelor’s degree: exit level 7 or 8

• Bachelor Honours: exit level 8

• Postgraduate diploma: exit level 8

• Master’s degree: exit level 9

• Master’s degree (professional): exit level 9

• Doctoral Degree: exit level 10

• Doctoral Degree (professional): exit level 10

• Exemptions: BEd., PGCE, Master’s degrees in Health Sciences, Professional bachelor’s degrees in Health 
Sciences, Advanced Bachelor’s degrees.  

• *based on the «new» 10-level NQF from 2008. 
3



Higher Certificate

• Minimum total credits: 120

• Minimum credits taken at level 5: 120

• Evaluation: ?
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Advanced Certificate

• Minimum total credits: 120

• Minimum credits taken at level 6: 120

• Evaluation: ?
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Diploma

• Previously known as National Diploma

• Minimum total credits: 240 or 360

• Minimum credits taken at level 6: 120

• Evaluation: The qualification is not recognized as equal to a Norwegian bachelor degree even if three years in 

length. 

• Older Diplomas from Tekhnikons are not recognized as HE.
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Advanced diploma

• Minimum total credits: 120

• Minimum credits taken at level 7: 120

• Evaluation: We have not received any applications for this one. Recognition would be as 60 stp at the bachelors 

level.
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Bachelor’s degree

• Level 7

• Minimum total credits: 360

• Minimum credits taken at level 7: 120

• Evaluation: Norwegian bachelor

• Level 8

• Minimum total credits: 480

• Minimum credits taken at level 8: 120

• Evaluation: Norwegian bachelor and in addition 60 stp without level. This due to the fact that we do not have a 

similar level in the Norwegian NQF. 
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Bachelor Honours

• Minimum total credits: 120

• Minimum credits taken at level 8: 120

• Evaluation: 60 stp when on its own. Note that we do not give a Norwegian “level” on this qualification due to its 

place in the SA-NQF (level 8).
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Postgraduate diploma

• Minimum total credits: 120

• Minimum credits taken at level 8: 120

• Evaluation: 60 stp. Note that we do not give a Norwegian “level” on this qualification due to its place in the SA-

NQF (level 8).
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Master’s degree and Master’s degree (Professional)

• Minimum total credits: 180

• Minimum credits taken at level 9: 120

• Evaluation: As the admission requirement for these degrees are 4 years of previous higher education this 

qualification is usually given a full masters degree recognition 
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Doctoral Degree

• Minimum total credits: 360

• Minimum credits taken at level 10: 360

• Criteria for recognition as a PhD: https://www.nokut.no/utdanning-fra-utlandet/nokuts-kriterier-for-generell-

godkjenning-av-utenlandsk-utdanning/
• “Doktorgradsutdanning fra andre land med et kvalifikasjonsrammeverk sammenlignbart med EQF: utdanningen må være på nivå 

tilsvarende nivå 8 i EQF.”

• Evaluation on a case by case basis.
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Doctoral Degree (professional)

• Minimum total credits: 360

• Minimum credits taken at level 10: 360

• Criteria for recognition (as a PhD?): https://www.nokut.no/utdanning-fra-utlandet/nokuts-kriterier-for-generell-

godkjenning-av-utenlandsk-utdanning/
• “Doktorgradsutdanning fra andre land med et kvalifikasjonsrammeverk sammenlignbart med EQF: utdanningen må være på nivå 

tilsvarende nivå 8 i EQF.”

• Evaluation on a case by case basis.

• Qualification names: Doctor of Education, Doctor of Commerce, Doctor of Engineering etc. The title PhD should 

not be used for this degree in South Africa.
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Exceptions

• Bachelor of Education (BEd.) – 480 credits at level 7, evaluated as bachelor + 60 stp at bachelor level.

• Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) – in reality an Advanced diploma (level 7, 120 credits)

• Master’s degrees in Health Sciences – Medical, dentist etc. far more than the usual 180 credits for a master 

degree.

• Professional Bachelor’s degrees in Health Sciences – same as above.

• Advanced Bachelor’s degrees – degrees like the LLB with admission from a ordinary bachelor. Usually 240 

credits leading to admittance to master.
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The 8-level pre-2008 NQF

• Pre-NQF qualifications were «on the books» untill 2008, given the NQF-level suplied by the

institutions. The few remaining will not be possible to offer after 21.12.2019, and will be de-

registered at that date.

• A 240 credits master existed. This was on its own given recognition as a Norwegian masters 

degree – while todays degrees are given the same recognition together with previous education.

• Bachelor of Technology (BTech). A 480 credit, level 7 qualification. Recognised as a Norwegian 

bachelor and 60 stp at the bachelor level.

• MTech. A 120 credit, level 8 qualification.

• Master degrees at 360 credits, at NQF level 8.

24



25



26



27



28



Links, useful resources

• Secondary/level 4 in NQF: https://www.umalusi.org.za/

• TVET/FET institutions
• Public: http://www.dhet.gov.za/SitePages/TVETlinks.aspx

• Private: 

http://www.tvetcolleges.co.za/Uploads/CMS_Files/Register%20of%20Private%20Colleges%20(15%20March

%202017).pdf (2017)

• 2009 Higher Education Qualifications Sub-Framework 

http://www.che.ac.za/media_and_publications/frameworks-criteria/che-higher-education-

qualifications-sub-framework

• SAQA qualification search: http://regqs.saqa.org.za/search.php?cat=qual
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Thank you

30


