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REACT (Refugees and Recognition – Toolkit 2) is an Erasmus+ supported 
project, which aims to establish a more efficient and consistent approach 
to the recognition of refugees’ qualifications in Europe. The project builds 
on the recently completed Erasmus+ project «Refugees and Recognition», 
which developed a toolkit for the recognition of refugees’ qualifications. 
The project takes place between 2018 and 2020. 

GOAL
The overall goal of REACT is to enhance 
the mobility, employability and access to 
further studies for refugees, displaced 
persons and persons in a refugee-like 
situation – including those without official 
documentation of their educational 
background.

Through undertaking testing of the toolkit 
in cooperation with higher education 
institutions from across Europe, the 
objective is to identify the needs of the 
institutions and develop best practice 
cases that illustrate possible pathways for 

admission of refugee students to further 
studies. In addition to this, refugee country 
briefings and e-learning modules will be 
developed as part of the project.

ORGANIZATION
To ensure the inclusion of a broad group 
of stakeholders and a diverse set of 
perspectives, the REACT-project is a 
cooperation between National Academic 
Recognition Information Centres 
(NARICs), higher education institutions 
and interest organisations working closely 
with refugees and their educational 
qualifications.

PARTICIPANTS

Project team Steering group Higher Education Institutions

NOKUT – Coordinator (NO) 

NUFFIC (NL)

CIMEA (IT)

KMK (DE)

QQI (IE) 

ENIC Bureau President 

European University 
Association (EUA)

European Students  
Union (ESU)

KIRON Open Higher 
Education

The Canadian Information 
Centre for International 
Credentials (CICIC)

Oslo Metropolitan University (NO)

University of Utrecht (NL)

LUISS (IT)

University of Bremen (DE) 

University of Limerick (IE) 



DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS
The main results will include the 
development of refugee country briefings 
and e-learning modules, the testing of 
the toolkit in cooperation with higher 
education institutions, and the subsequent 
identification of best practice cases for 
admission of refugee students.

The dissemination of results will help raise 
awareness of recurrent questions related 
to refugees and higher education and 
contribute with knowledge-based solutions 

that can be implemented by higher 
education institutions across Europe. 

The development of increasingly 
standardized processes for the recognition 
of refugees’ qualifications will contribute 
to better use of resources in NARICs 
offices and higher education institutions, 
more efficient and consistent recognition 
procedures in Europe, and contribute to 
meeting the signatory countries’ obligations 
under the Lisbon Recognition Convention. 

ACTIVITIES
REACT aims to test the developed toolkit in cooperation with higher education 
institutions from Norway, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy and Ireland. 

The project is structured around nine work packages developed to ensure a  
knowledge-based approach to the assessment of refugees’ qualifications.  

Timeline Main project activities 

•	Testing and adaptation of the toolkit, 
in close cooperation with higher 
education institutions from Norway, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Italy and Ireland 

•	Provide recommendations to higher 
education institutions and identify best 
practice cases that illustrate pathways 
for admission of refugee students to 
further studies 

•	Compilation of e-learning modules 
presenting best practice cases on 
admission of students with refugees’ 
qualifications to further studies

•	 	Development of five refugee country 
briefings on the educational systems in 
Iran, Somalia, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Venezuela and Ethiopia 

•	Development of e-learning modules 
based on the five refugee country 
briefings
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Testing of the toolkit at HEIs

Identification of best practice cases

E-learning modules on best practice
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Final dissemination seminar
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Fact finding seminar for the consortium

5 new refugee country briefings

E-learning modules based on country briefings

Seminar/training for HEIs

Kick-off seminar



WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
To enable the accessability and 
transparency of the project’s work, the 
results will be made available on the 
project’s website on a continuous basis. 

Website: 
www.nokut.no/en/about-nokut/international-
cooperation/erasmus-projects/react--
refugees-and-recognition

Email:  
project-react@nokut.no

Drammensveien 288 
Postboks 578,1327 Lysaker 
Telefon: 21 02 18 00

www.nokut.no
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