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This presentation was developed in the framework of the EU-funded project 
“Refugees and Recognition – REACT” by the ENIC-NARIC centres of Norway, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Ireland and the Germany.
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Current political situation in Somalia
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 5th major source country of refugees in the world (* source: UNHCR 2017): 

 around 3.6 million displaced Somalis
(2.6 million internally displaced + 1 million outside of Somalia)

 one of the world’s lowest enrolment rates for 
primary school-aged children
gross enrolment ratio (GER) Somalia overall 32% (* source: UNICEF 2017)

GER Central South 22.1%

 GER for secondary schools Somalia overall: 27%



Current political situation in Somalia
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“not only a failed state, 
but the world’s most failed state“   

“education in transition”

“education in war-torn societies”

“education in Somalia: destruction and  reconstruction”

“stability is returning and reconstruction is under way”



Short historical overview
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1884: North 
-British 

protectorate
, South -
Italian 
colony

1960: 
indepen-

dence

1969: 
military 

coup 
by General 
Siad Barre

1977 /78: 
Ogaden War 

– Siad
Barre‘s 
forces 
invade 

Ethiopia

1980‘s: 
harsh 

military rule, 
tensions 
between 

clans, econ. 
Setback, 
famine 

1989 -1991: 
eruption of 

interclan 
fighting, end 
of Siad Barre 

regime, 

1991 -1997: 
civil war –
collapse of 
the state

Since 1997: slowly 
beginning 

rehabilitation…2012 
Transitional Federal 

Government  but still 
fighting, Al-Shabab, pirates 

….

colonial education

1967: 
unification of 

the education-
system 

(4+4+4), Arabic 
at primary + 

English at 
secondary level

1972: first 
Somali 

alphabet
1973: 

national 
literacy 

campaign

1974: Somali 
as medium 

instruction at 
primary level
+ rural dvp. 
campaign

educational progress in the 70‘s – decline in the 80‘s

80’s: lack of 
teacher’s 

and 
textbooks, 
brain drain

during civil war:  formal 
education almost 

completely ceased, 90% 
of buildings destroyed

1991: Somaliland 
self-declared 

independence, but 
not recognized 
internationally

1998: Puntland 
declares itself an 

autonomous state

Since mid 90’s:  “education in crisis 
situation” by NGO’s diaspora, 

international community, often 
grassroots initiatives, bottom-up

regional differences in education 

since 2000 many new 
HEI‘s

since 2013 efforts to 
unify school curricula

1991: collapse since 1997: slow reconstruction

higher education till 1991: 
„bachelor degree“ or „Diploma di Laurea“, 

medium of instruction: Somali, Arabic, Italian 
and English



Chart of the educational system
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*chart was drawn according recent announcements on the school system (see: 
https://theirworld.org/news/somalia-shakes-up-education-system-schools-after-years-of-conflict), 
even though it is not yet implemented  for now there can be 4-4-4 or 6-3-3 system

https://theirworld.org/news/somalia-shakes-up-education-system-schools-after-years-of-conflict


Qualifications awarded: Secondary education

1. Somaliland

2.    Puntland

3.    South and Central Somalia
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Somaliland
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„Somaliland National Examination and Certification Board“ 
(SLNECB - http://www.slnecb.org/) 
((earlier called Somaliland National Examination Board (SLNEB)) 

Somaliland is the territory of the former 
British protectorate. 
It declared itself independent in 1991.

de facto independence ≠ de jure independence
 Evaluate credentials from Somaliland? Yes or no?

- certificate issued in English language
- with picture and seal next to it
- grading system in letters

autonomous

de facto 
independent



Somaliland
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* source: different press 
articles (no responsability is 
taken for the correctness of 
these figures)

number of students 
sittings intermediate 
exams (grade 8)

number of students 
sitting secondary final 
exames
(grade 12 /„form 4 
examinations“)

school year 2012/13 6.400

school year 2013/14 13.320 7.779

school year 2014/15 14.000 9.300

school year 2017/18 9.931

eight grade students sitting Somaliland national written examinations 
(*source: https://www.horndiplomat.com)



Puntland
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 declared itself an autonomous state in August 1998, but without 
seeking independence 

 was in the world headline for the pirate attacks on international 
shipping

 is a destination for many Somalis displaced by violence in the south



Puntland - secondary education
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School system: 4 – 4 – 4

Primary school (age 5 – 14)
- elementary cycle (grade 1 - 4)
- intermediate cycle (grade 5 - 8)

Secondary school (age 14 – 18): 
- grade 9 – 12

The percentage of secondary school-
aged children who are attending school 
more than tripled from 2006 – 2011 in 
Puntland (from 9 to 32%).



South and Central Somalia (SCS)
• 1995: departure of UNOSOM - lack of central government  variety of 

institutions emerge.... by the late 1990s the situation is described as ‘neither 
war nor peace’

• 2000: Transitional National Government (first authority since the fall of Siyad 
Barre to fill Somalia’s seat at the UN) struggles to establish control

• 2004: Transitional Federal Government
• 2006: rise of the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) in 2006 - seizure of the capital 

Mogadishu and much of the country's south - an intervention by Ethiopian, 
and later, African Union, forces

• 2006 - 2008: military occupation, violent insurgency, rising jihadism (Al 
Shabab) and massive population displacement has reversed the political and 
economic progress achieved by the late 1990s in south central Somalia.

• 2010 – 2012: famine kills almost 260.000 acc. to UN
• Since 2012: SCS is inching towards stability, but the new authorities are still 

facing challenges from insurgents
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South and Central Somalia (SCS)
„umbrellas“ / „umbrella organizations“

• Formal Private Education Network in Somalia (FPENS) 
 Arab curriculum

• School Organization for Formal Education Network (SOFEN)
• Somali Formal Education Link (SOFEL)
• Schools Association for Formal Education (SAFE) 
 pre-war curriculum

• Somali Education Development Association (SEDA)
• Formal Education Network for Private Schools (FENPS)
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SCS: school certificates issued by SAFE
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SCS: school certificates issued by FPENS

3/1/2019 15



SCS: school certificates issued by FPENS
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SCS: school certificates issued by FPENS
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https://www.fpens.org/



Sample used before 1989 still used 2008 ??
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since 2015 secondary school certificates validated by the Ministry of Education
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Higher education
between 2004 – 2014: 50 HEI claiming to be offering higher education
 in 2016: over 100 HEI according to estimations of the Heritage 

Institute 
 among these 100 about 60 HEIs are located in Mogadishu (quite 

some are for-profit universities)

! rapid growth, but lack of regulation  + question of quality ?!
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Somali National University / Jaamacadda Ummadda Soomaliyeed
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Somali National University (SNU) 
 reopened in September 2014

http://snu.edu.so/
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Mogadishu University in Mogadishu (SCS) but also campus in Bosaso (Puntland)

www.mu.edu.so/

no stamp ?

grading system on the diploma

http://mu.edu.so/
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Mogadishu University:
Bachelor in Islamic Studies 
issued in Arabic (4 years)

transcript for a Bachelor in 
Nursing (4 years)
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Gollis University in Somaliland
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Amoud University / Jaamacada
Camuud in Somaliland

http://www.amouduniversity.org/

Inspired by the idea of Somalis working in 
Saudi Arabia in the mid 90‘s, Amoud University 
started in 1998 with 66 students in 2 faculties 
(Education and Business Administration) and 3 
teachers.
In 2017/18 there were 4610 students enrolled 
in 14 faculties

There is no 
standardized grading 
system for Somalia. In 
recent years, various 
grading systems have 
evolved in parallel. 
search for information
on the transcript. 
grading sytem might
be explained there

http://www.amouduniversity.org/
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University of Hargeisa (UoH) in Somaliland:

 founded by expats in Sweden
 Computers sponsored by Kuwait
 Curricula and business plan developed by expats in 

London / UK
 first vice-president was a Canadian
 $ from the „Somaliland Forum“ which is a internet 

diaspora network

Programs offered:

• bachelor’s degrees in law (4 years)
• medicine (7 years) 
• business (4 years) 
• engineering (5 years) (University of Hargeisa, 

2018). 
UoH also offers graduate programs (2 years) in 
international relations and diplomacy, developmental 
studies, public health and nutrition, ophthalmology 
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Evaluation tips and recommendations

• Keep in mind that Somalia is a country in transformation

 Calls for regulation and quality assurance get louder … but this will need time

 in absence of a governmental action, academics / HEIs organize themselves…

 e.g. Somali Research and Education Network (http://somaliren.org)  universities work
together to develop standards, set benchmarks, organize peer reviews
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http://somaliren.org/


Evaluation tips and recommendations
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Evaluation tips and recommendations

Credential evaluation of Somalian documents is learning by doing! 

• If you have the possibility, talk to applicant!  Do a simple plausibility interview /testing! Ask simple questions that allow us to learn more 
about this country! (e.g. on school fees, on admission procedures, how daily school / university life works)

• In the case of missing documents?

 secondary school diplomas: Ask why do they have the secondary school diploma but not the intermediate diploma? 

 higher education degrees: usually every one should have diploma + transcripts

• Situation concerning fraudulent documents: 

 secondary school diplomas: very difficult to evaluate - especially FPENS documents (might get better with officially validated 
documents from the ministry from now on)

 higher education degrees: contact the university for verification (it works relatively good in Somalia)

 If you have the possibility, talk to applicant!  Do a simple plausibility interview / testings! Ask simple questions that allow us to 
learn more about this country! (e.g. on school fees, on admission procedures, how daily school / university life works)

 Scan documents, share them with your national ENIC NARIC

• in general:  It will need more time to have a consistent / coherent education system in Somalia and until it will be possible to give reliable 
information on the quality of schooling and university education.
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Thank you for your attention!

Any questions?
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