
Refugees Country Briefing
Ethiopia

This presentation was developed in the framework of the EU-funded project 
“Refugees and Recognition – REACT” by the ENIC-NARIC centres of Norway, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Ireland and the Germany.
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Current situation in Ethiopia
• War with Eritrea, and long ongoing conflict.
• April 2018: A new prime minister was sworn in. He is Oromo and has showed a great will to make changes, 

and to work for reconciliation
• July 2018: Joint declaration between Ethiopia and Eritrea, ending the Eritrean-Ethiopian war (1998-2000) 

and of the following Eritrean-Ethiopian border conflict (2000-2018)
• October 2018: Ethiopia appoints its first female president

• Ethiopian authorities has since 1991 spent a lot of resources on building schools, and making education
available to the population

• The educational sector is facing a major challenge in strenghtening the quality of the instruction on all levels
(aprox. 27% of instructors in HE only have a BA)

• Ahmaric was until 1995 the national language, and was the language of primary school instruction, but has 
been replaced in many areas by regional languages such as Oromiffa, Somali or Tigrinya

• Ethiopian (Geez) calendar differs from the Gregorian calendar in two significant ways; New Years is in early
September, and there is a 7-8 year difference (it is now 2011 in Ethiopia).
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Chart of the educational system
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Qualifications awarded: secondary education

• Official name: Ethiopian Higher Education Entrance Qualification Certificate 
• Access requirements: Taken after 12 years of schooling
• Access to further studies: Yes, depending on score either public or private HE
• Official duration of studies: Before/after 2003/4 reform; 4 vs. 2 years.
• Important details : Had to pass in 4 subjects. Admission to public HEIs is based on a combined 

score, below that score – private institutions.
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Qualifications awarded: secondary education

• Official name: Ethiopian University Entrance Examination Certificate (EUEEC)
• Access requirements: 12 years of schooling
• Access to further studies: Yes, both public and private HE
• Official duration of studies: 2 years of senior secondary (preparatory) school 
• Important details: 7 subjects. Not technically possible to fail, but can receive a 0 score.

Admission to public HEIs is based on a combined score (in 2016/17 this was 350 out of 500). 
The cut-off point is set by Ministry of Education each year.

• Results can be checked on http://app.neaea.gov.et/Home/Student ( see number in upper 
right corner)
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Institutions and documentation 
characteristics: secondary education
• National Educational Assessment and Examinations Agency: http://www.neaea.gov.et/

• Gave both the Ethiopian Higher Education Entrance Qualification Examination (EHEEQE) and gives today's Ethiopian 
University Entrance Examination Certificate (EUEEC)

• Previous name: National Organization For Examinations (NOE) until 2012.
• Also runs the 10th. Grade Ethiopian General Secondary Education Certificate Examination (EGSECE)

• Note that admission to HEIs is based on combined score. Students scoring above / below the cut-
off point can gain admission to Public / Private HEIs.

• Both versions in portrait format.  Photo of pupil partially covered by official stamp 

• For more information, please contact your national ENIC-NARIC centre

• No official list of secondary schools. 
• Aprox. 40 000 primary and secondary schools in 2016/17.
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Technical, Vocational Education and Training (TVET)
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Qualifications awarded: TVET

• Official name: Levels 1-2 «education», 3-4 «diploma», level 5 is «attestation» or «Certificate» 
(Level I, II, III, IV and V)

• Access requirements and duration: 
• TVET Level 1 education - one year (requiring the Ethiopian General Secondary Education 

Certificate (EGSEC) - grade 10 for entry)
• TVET Level 2 education - two years (requiring the EGSEC for admission)
• TVET Level 3 Diploma - three years (requiring the EGSEC for admission)
• TVET Level 4 Diploma - three years (requiring the EGSEC for admission)
• TVET Level 5 education– one to three years (requiring either level 3/4 or EUEEC)

• Access to further studies: Each level gives possibility of access to next level TVET. With 2-year 
work experience (and some CoC testing) admission to HE is said to be possible for Level 5

• Level 5/V usually external assessment (Centres of Competency - CoC) rather than instructor 
evaluation.

• Competent / not yet competent
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Institutions: TVET education

• No website of national authority 

• Accreditation bodies: All TVET institutions are accredited by the Federal TVET Agency, or by 
regional TVET Agencies / Regional Education Bureaus.

• The Ethiopian Private Higher Education & TVET Institutions’ Association: http://epheia.org/ does 
work on regulations for private TVET institutions (often run by private HEIs) but only in a advisory 
role.

• Around 1500 TVET-institutions, a 6-1 ratio of public/private.
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Qualifications awarded: higher education

• Official name: Diploma*
• Access requirements: Ethiopian Higher Education Entrance Qualification Certificate
• Access to further studies: As a rule yes, though some had no further possibility.
• Official duration of studies: 2-3 years
• 15-18 credits pr. semester for full time students

• *Note that this is the pre-reform diploma offered at HEIs as part of ordinary higher education

• All HE: students was/are placed in subjects/institutions by MoE/NEAEA and their own wish is 
often disregarded.
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Qualifications awarded: higher education

• Official name: Bachelor (Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science etc.)
• Access requirements: Completed either Ethiopian Higher Education Entrance Qualification 

Certificate, Ethiopian University Entrance Examination Certificate or previous HE Diploma.
• Access to further studies: yes – master degrees
• Official duration of studies 3-6 years. Most degrees are 3-4 years*, while “speciality” degrees 

(Law, Engineering, Dentistry, Medicine etc.) are 5-6 years.
• Important details: 15-18 credits pr. full semester, above this at the discretion of the 

institution. 9 credits max. pr semester in part-time studies. 

• *There seems to be little in the way of national guidelines for what degree should have 3 or 4 
years. 
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Qualifications awarded: higher education

• Official name: Master (Master of Arts, Master of Science)
• Access requirements: Completed bachelor (duration seems not to matter due to the 2003/4 

reform)
• Access to further studies: In theory only limited by subjects/number of seats. In reality; 

difficult.
• Official duration of studies: 1-2 years. 
• Important details: Usually 7-11 credits pr semester, around 25 for a complete degree. 2-year 

masters have thesis in the last two semesters.
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Qualifications awarded: higher education

• Official name: Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D)
• Access requirements: Master
• Access to further studies: Post-doctorate is not common
• Official duration of studies: 4 years
• Important details: Courses are given credits and grades. Thesis must be completed. 
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Institutions: higher education

• Special situations:  Following the establishment of HERQA a number of substandard private HEIs 
shut down around 2000. These were previously approved by MoE.

• Accreditation bodies: MoE and HERQA
• List of Public Universities: http://www.neaea.gov.et/university/

• Private HEIs: www.herqa.edu.et - if page is down, use http://archive.org and the 
waybackmachine for access to previous information: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20180808153115/http://herqa.edu.et/
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Certification/documentation characteristics: 
higher education
• No national format norms and composition of the file as such.

• Transcripts give: Information on admission, form of study, subjects, course-codes showing year 
and often semester, grades, qualification given, exemption etc.

• Grading system: Most HEIs use an A-F scale with some also using the +/- versions of whole grades. 
Lowest passing grade is D. 

• For more information, please contact your national ENIC-NARIC centre
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Useful resources and links

• Links to official/national sources: List of Public Universities: http://www.neaea.gov.et/university/

• Links to existing country profiles: 
• WES: https://wenr.wes.org/2018/11/education-in-ethiopia

• NUFFIC: https://www.nuffic.nl/en/publications/education-system-ethiopia/
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Evaluation tips and recommendations

• In the case of missing documents which extra documents can be asked for? Transcripts are usually easy to 
get. Note that non-payment in cost-sharing scheme might hinder issuance of documentation. Student 
cards/registration. 

• English is the medium of instruction in secondary schools and in higher education

• Ethiopian naming system: Own given name + father’s given name + grandfather’s given name.

• Grandfather’s given name is taken as the family’s surname.

• Ethiopian (Geez) calendar differs from the Gregorian calendar in two significant ways; New Years is in early
September, and there is a 7-8 year difference (it is now 2011 in Ethiopia).

• Calendar converter: https://www.funaba.org/cc
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Evaluation tips and recommendations (cont.)

• Links to good practices:  http://eurorecognition.eu/manual/

• Suspicion of fake documents: Attempt verification directly with the institutional registrar.

• WaybackMachine https://archive.org/
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References

• Ministry of Education: www.moe.gov.et

• (NEW) Ministry of Science and Higher Education: www.moshe.gov.et (page not operational though there is a Facebook-
page that is ok) 

• National Educational Assessment and Examinations Agency: http://www.neaea.gov.et/

• Public HEIs: http://www.neaea.gov.et/university/

• Technical and Vocational Training and Education (TVET): 

• EDUKANS report on TVET: https://edukans.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Mapping-Report-Ethiopia-2012.pdf

• Educational statistics on Ethiopian educational sector: http://www.moe.gov.et/statistics

• Ethiopian Private Higher Education & TVET Institutions Association: http://epheia.org/

• For more information about REACT, see https://www.nokut.no/en/about-nokut/international-cooperation/erasmus-
projects/react--refugees-and-recognition/
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Thank you for your attention!

Any questions?
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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use, 
which may be made of the information contained therein.
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