
Refugees Country Briefing
Venezuela

This presentation was developed in the framework of the EU-funded project 
“Refugees and Recognition – REACT” by the ENIC-NARIC centres of Norway, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Ireland and the Germany.
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Current political 
situation in Venezuela

In this moment, Venezuela lives in a 

• political turmoil

• severe economic crisis characterized by an 
hyperinflation

• permanent food and medicine shortages

As a consequence of all these factors many
Venezuelans left the country, mainly to neighbouring
countries such as Colombia, Brazil, Chile and 
Ecuador. It is estimated that more than 2.3 million of 
people of the total population of 31,304,016 have
left the country. 
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Chart of the educational system
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Qualifications awarded: secondary education

Legal Framework:

Ley Orgánica 1980:
• Educación Básica (Primary and Secondary Education): 9 years (three stages with a duration of three

years each). The first stage is from first to third grade, the second stage from fourth to sixth grade and
the third stage.

• Educación Media General/Diversificada: 2 years
• Educación Técnica (Technical Secondary Education): 3 years (except for the commercial profile: 2 years )

Ley Orgánica 2009*
• Educación Preescolar: it’s the first mandatory level in the education system; 1 year
• Educación Básica (Primary Education): 3 years
• Educación Media General (Secondary Education): 5 years
• Educación Técnica (Technical Secondary Education): 6 years

* This change is not strictly applied; some schools still follow the previous system 4



Qualifications awarded: secondary education

The successful completion of secondary education leads to the achievement of:

• Bachiller or Educación Media General

• Bachiller Técnico or Técnico Médio

Once obtained the diploma, students can access to first cycle degrees of Higher Education

• Students who hold Bachiller or Educación Media General are eligible to apply to all academic courses

• Students who hold Bachiller Técnico or Técnico Médio are eligible to apply to related programmes in
higher education.
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Título de 
Bachiller –

Ley Orgánica
1980
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Título de 
Bachiller –

Ley Orgánica
2009
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Higher Education
In Venezuela, higher education includes vocational, undergraduate and postgraduate education.

The basic requirement for admission to a university or other higher education institution is the successful completion of
secondary education.

Admission to Venezuelan universities is regulated by the National University Entrance System (SNI).

In Venezuela there are different typologies of Higher Education Institutions:

• Autonomous State Universities (Universidades Nacionales Autónomas)

• Experimental Universities (Universidades Experimentales)

• Private Universities (Universidades privadas)

• Institutes and Colleges (Institutos y Colegios Universitarios)

• Institutes of tecnhnology (Institutos universitarios de tecnología)

• Polytechnic Institutes (Institutos Universitarios Politécnicos)
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Qualifications awarded: higher education short cycle degree
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Name of the 
qualification:

Técnico Superior

Access requirements:

successful completion of 
secondary education:

“Bachiller or Educación
Media General; Técnico 
(medio) or Bachiller
Técnico.

Duration of the studies: 

usually 3 years (6 semesters); 

sometimes 2 or 2.5 years (4 
semesters/ 5 semesters).

Access to further studies: 

it grants access to first cycle 
higher education 
programmes (in the 3° or 4°
year of the programme) in 
the same specialisation field

Characteristics:

technical and vocational 
programmes;

Programs are offered in: 
institutos universitarios
de tecnología, colegios
universitarios, institutos
universitarios and in 
some universities. 



Técnico 
Superior
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Qualifications awarded: higher education

Name of the 
qualification:

Licenciado

Access requirements:

successful completion of 
secondary education: 
“Bachiller or Educación
Media General” Técnico 
(medio) or Bachiller
Técnico.

short cycle degree in HE 
Técnico superior in 
related programs

Duration of the studies: 

4-5 years (depending on the 
programme)

Access to further studies: 

it grants access to post-
graduates programs: 
Especialista and Maestría

Characteristics:

characterised by an 
academic-research 
approach rather than an 
applied one



Licenciado
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Qualifications awarded: higher education
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Name of the 
qualification:

Título Profesional

Access requirements:

successful completion of 
secondary education: 
“Bachiller or Educación
Media General” Técnico 
(medio) or Bachiller
Técnico.

short cycle degree in HE 
Técnico superior in 
related programs

Duration of the studies: 

4-5 years (depending on the 
programme)

Access to further studies: 

it grants access to post-
graduates programs: 
Especialista and Maestría

Characteristics:

normally issued in the 
fields of architecture, 
dentistry, engineering, 
law, veterinary (5 years) 
and medicine (6 years). 

Qualifies the holder to 
practice the profession



Título
Profesional
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Qualifications awarded: higher education
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Name of the 
qualification:
Especialista

Access requirements:
successful completion 
of an undergraduate 
degree 
(Licenciado/Título
Profesional)

Duration of the studies: 
usually 1 year

Access to further studies: 
it aims to provide 
graduates either with 
advanced scientific 
knowledge in a given field 
or with further 
professional education and 
training for better 
occupational opportunities
Does not give access to 
PHD

Characteristics:
it requires the approval 
of a minimum of 24 
credits in the subjects of 
the curriculum program 
or in other activities 
included in the program
Elaboration of special 
coursework



Especialista
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Qualifications awarded: higher education
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Name of the 
qualification:

Maestría

Access requirements:

successful 
completion of an 
undergraduate 
degree 
(Licenciado/Título
Profesional)

Duration of the studies: 

usually 2 years

Access to further 
studies: 

it grants access to PhD 

Characteristics:

it is offered in a wide 
range of subjects, 
both academic and 
professional oriented 
fields

It requires the 
approval of a 
minimum of 24 
credits and the 
elaboration of special 
coursework 

Thesis is required 

Knowledge of a 
foreign language 
(usually English) is 
required 



Maestría
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Qualifications awarded: higher education
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Name of the 
qualification:

Doctor

Access requirements:

successful completion 
of a postgraduate 
degree (Maestría)

Duration of the studies: 

minimum 3 years 

Access to further studies: 

it is the highest academic 
qualification

Characteristics:

it requires at least 45 
credits + 30 credits of 
doctoral thesis

It requires a good 
command of a foreign 
language (usually 
English)



Documentation characteristics: secondary education

National format norms and composition of the file:

 The Ministry issues the final diploma and the transcript of records

 Documents are issued in Spanish

 Content of the Final Diploma:
• It contains a picture of Simon Rodriguez Bolivar (sometimes also the picture of Andres Bello – usually Diplomas from 

the 90s)
• Logo of the Embassy of the Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela
• It always contains the number of cédula de identidad of the student

 Is important to notice the different names used to designate the Ministry of Education

Ministerio de Instrucción Pública (1881 - 1936)
Ministerio de Educación Nacional (1936 - 1950)
Ministerio de Educación (1950 - 1999)
Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deportes (1999 - 2005)
Ministerio de Educación y Deportes (2005 - 2006)
Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación (2006 – nowadays) 
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Documentation characteristics: higher education
Format norms and composition of the file
 Universities issue the final diploma and the transcript of records

 Documents are issued in Spanish

 Content of the Final Diploma:
• Usually (the name of “República Bolivariana de Venezuela” and the name of the “Ministerio de Educación”)
• Logo and name of the University
• Name of the Rector
• Name of the student
• Number of “Cedula de Identidad” of the student
• Name of the awarded Degree
• Signatures:

Rector
Secretaria
Profesor (one or more)
Most of the times Decano

• Oficina Principal del Registro Público
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Título
Profesional
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Useful information
Grading system:
In secondary school a scale from 0 to 20 is used: 

0 to 9 aplazado (failure)
10 (lowest passing)
10 to 20 aprobado (pass) 

A number of different grading systems are used in Venezuelan higher education institutions.

The following are those most frequently used.

 A scale from 0 to 9 is used mainly by institutos universitarios and some other technical institutions: aprobado (pass) is the 
range of marks between 5 (lowest passing) and 9 (highest) being 5 the lowest passing grade; however, a grade of 6 is 
required to continue to the next sequence or course. Aplazado (failure) is represented by grades from 0 to 4.   

 A scale from 0 to 20 is used mainly by universities: aprobado (pass) is the range of marks between 10 (lowest passing) and 
20 (highest); aplazado (failure) is between 0 and 9.  An average grade of 11 or 12 is often required for graduation

 A scale from 0 to 5 may be used, with 5 being the highest and 3 being the lowest passing grade. Grades 0 or 1 are rarely 
issued; rather the transcript use instead aplazado (failure) or diferido (deferred to the next period).
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Useful information: important links
Secondary Education:

 Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación:  
http://www.me.gob.ve/ (currently not working)

 A database (not official) where schools can be registered:
http://www.micolegio.com/guiacolegios/index.php?q=colegio+sagrado+corazon&estado=todos

Higher Education:

 Ministerio del Poder Popular para la Educación Universitaria, Ciencia y Tecnología: 
https://www.mppeuct.gob.ve/ministerio/ieu

 Consejo Nacional de Universidades, Oficina de Planificación del Sector Universitario Libro de Oportunidades de Estudio
http://loeu.opsu.gob.ve/ (sometimes does not work)

 Consejo Consultivo Nacional de Posgrado – CCNPG (The National Council for Graduate Studies) is an independent accreditation
body that operates under the Consejo Nacional de Universidades – CNU(National Council of Universities):

http://www.ccnpg.gob.ve
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Useful resources
Links to official/national sources

 Ley Orgánica de Educación
http://www.defiendete.org/html/de-

interes/LEYES%20DE%20VENEZUELA/LEYES%20DE%20VENEZUELA%20II/LEY%20ORGANICA%20DE%20EDUCACION.htm

 Centro de Investigaciones Culturales y Educativas (CICE)
https://www.cice.org.ve/descargas/Sistema%20Educativo%20Venezolano.pdf

 Consejo Nacional de Universidades, Oficina de Planificación del Sector
http://loeu.opsu.gob.ve/ (not always working)

 Comparación entre la L.O.E. de 2009 y la L.O.E de 1980

http://www.rebelion.org/docs/90723.pdf
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Useful resources and links
Verification sources like lists of graduates or verification databases
Some universities have their own system to verify the authenticity of the Diplomas (filling out the student's data or through a 
contact e-mail offered by the website). 
Some of these universities are:

• Universidad Metropolitana
http://www.unimet.edu.ve/direccion-de-registro-y-control-de-estudios-sede-secretaria/
• Universidad Monteavila
http://uma.terna.net/ComprobarConstancia.php
• Universidad de Oriente
http://secretaria.udo.edu.ve/consulta-de-graduandos
• Universidad Nacional Experimental de Guayana
http://servicios.uneg.edu.ve/pregradoweb/constancias/cons_est.php
• Universidad de Carabobo
http://www.uc.edu.ve/constancias.php
• Universidad Simón Bolívar  
http://graduados.dii.usb.ve/
• Universidad Dr. Rafael Belloso Chacín (Venezuela)
https://www.urbe.edu/portal-empresas/
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Evaluation tips and recommendations

In case of missing documents which extra documents can be asked?

An email from the institution confirming that the candidate was a student at their institution, if the candidate gives his/her 
consent.

Links to good practices
 https://www.enic-naric.net/recognise-qualifications-held-by-refugees.aspx

 http://ear.enic-naric.net/emanual/

Situation concerning fraudulent documents and diploma mills
If you have doubts on a document what can you do?

• Check if the programme is on the institution’s website
• Check the layout of the documents
• Check if there are not Spanish grammar/spelling mistakes on the Diploma or transcript
• It is very useful trying to contact the school or university to confirm if the student effectively got the Diploma he claims 

to have obtained
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Thank you for your attention!

Any questions?
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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the 
contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use, 
which may be made of the information contained therein.
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