Refugees Country Briefing
lIran

This presentation was developed in the framework of the EU-funded project
“Refugees and Recognition — REACT” by the ENIC-NARIC centres of Norway, Italy,
the Netherlands, Ireland and the Germany.
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Basic Education

Until 2012:

* Primary Education (dabestan Jtw) Grade 1-5

* Lower Secondary Education/Guidance Cycle (doreh rahnama-ii
a5 ) Grade 6-8

After 2012:

* Primary Education (dabestan (%) Grade 1-6

* Lower Secondary Education/First Secondary Cycle (doreh aval motavaseteh
abaui 5 J gl 5 ) 53) Grade 7-9

* Diploma: Certificate of General Education (gawahinameh doreh rahnama-ii
@M\‘) 5 )9 M\A.J.A\jg)



Certificate of General Education: diploma + translation
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Secondary Education (dabirestan Jliw )

Technical/Vocational Programme (Fani va Herfei):

e Duration of schooling:
e Until the early 1990s: 4 years (Grade 9-12)
e Since the early 1990s: 3 years (Grade 9-11)

* Type of education: vocational secondary education.
* Credits: 90-96

e Purpose of diploma: access to Associate Degrees at a postsecondary technical
institute, or to pre-university courses.

Diploma: Certificate of Completion of Secondary School Studies
(gawahinameh payan tahsilat doreh motevaseteh

4o gia o) 93 D and Ll 4alin) K)
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Technical/Vocational Secondary Education:
diploma and transcript
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Secondary Education (dabirestan Jliw )

Work and knowledge (Kar-o-danesh):

* Duration of schooling:
e Until the early 1990s: 4 years (Grade 9-12)
* Since the early 1990s: 3 years (Grade 9-11)

* Type of education: vocational secondary education.
* Credits: 90-96

* Aim of stream: producing skilled and semi-skilled workers, foremen and supervisors for the
agricultural and industrial sectors.

* Purpose of diploma: access to Associate Degrees at a postsecondary technical institute, or to
pre-university courses.

Diploma: Certificate of Completion of Secondary School Studies (gawahinameh
payan tahsilat doreh motevaseteh

o gia o ) 53 CiSlpeand (Ll aalinl £)
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Work/Knowledge Secondary Education
diploma and transcript
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Secondary Education (dabirestan Jliw )

Theoretical/Academic Programme (Nazari):
* Until early 1990s:

e Duration of schooling: 4 years.
* Type of education: general secondary education.
* Purpose of diploma: access to higher education.

* Since early 1990s:
e Duration of schooling: 3 years.
* Type of education: general secondary education.
* Purpose of diploma: access to a pre-university course.

* Since 2012: Second secondary cycle 4hw sis 2 52 5 ) (doreh dovom motevaseteh)

Diploma: Certificate of Completion of Secondary School Studies (gawahinameh
payan tahsilat doreh motevaseteh «hu sic 5 ) 50 CBass (UL 4alinal K)
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Certificate of Completion of Secondary School Stud

diploma + transcript
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Upper Secondary Education

Pre-University programme:

* Since the early 1990s

e Duration of schooling: 1 year.

* Credits: 24

* Type of education: upper general secondary education.
* Purpose of diploma: access to higher education.

* No longer conferred as of 2019 after the reforms of 2012

Diploma: Pre-Uniyersity Certificate (gawahinameh payan doreh peesh
daneshgah-ii, A5Gl G 550 UL 4-54'%‘)5)
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Pre-University Certificate: diploma + transcript
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Institutions: Higher education

* State and private institutions (universities, higher education institutions, technical institutes and
teacher training colleges)

. Phriv?te institutions were taken over by the government after the revolution in 1979, ban was lifted in
the late 80s.

» Largest private institution is Islamic Azad University (IAU, 553 branches, of which 133 SAMA colleges, in
school year 2015-2016).

* Largest public institution is Payam-e Nour University (PNU, almost a million enrolled students, first
distance-learning provider in the late 1980s).

* Supervision:
* All institutions (except medical schools) by the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology.
* Medical schools by the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education.

* The Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution is the highest authority > controls policy and
regulations, approval of programs and recognition of institutions

* Konkur (National Entrance Examination) is required to enter a state-run higher education programme
(IAU has its own entrance examinations). Entry requirement: Pre-University Certificate

1/29/2019 14



Associate degree (kardani)

* Duration of schooling: 2 years (unless it is an Integrated Associate
degree after lower secondary education, then 5 years).

* Type of education: professional or research oriented.
e Credits: 68-78

* Purpose of diploma: access to the labor market or the third year of
bachelor’s programmes.

1/29/2019
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Associate degree (kard
translation

ani 20 diploma +
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(= Official Translator to the Judiciar ok

Sl 3% Southeast of Enghelab Square, Tehran, ran.

ORI

In the name of God

Emblem of Iran
Islamic Republic of Iran
Ministry of Science, Research & Technology

UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED SCIENCE & T'
: Wl

No.: 1/1/2695/86
Date: 05.11.2011

Sealed photo of the holder is affixed

Serial No.:

Ms.

daughter of , holder of B.C. No. , issued in , born
in , has successfully completed curriculum  of Discontinuous
Associate’s Degree Program in Khaneh Kargar Educational Center of
Applied Science- Tehran Branch by February 2010, therefore Associate’s

Degree Certificate in the ficld of Graphics is awarded to her.

We wish the aforesaid person success in putting theoretical knowledge into practice and obscrve piety with
the cardinal virtues while securing almighty God's consent by serving people.

Sigred & saled by (for) the Chancelior of University of Apphied Science & Technology
Ouerieal:

Seal and signature of the wniversity offcials is attested.

Director General of Lacal Students Afiirs: signed ¢ seated

Signed & Ensbossed sealed by Minisiy of Scionce, Research & Technology

Correct Translation Certified.
25.05.2015
FGH
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ociate degree (kdrddni ~2L): transcript
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Bachelor’s degree (kdrshendsi (L )L

* Duration of schooling: 4 years.
* Type of education: professional or research oriented.

e Credits: 130+

* Purpose of diploma: access to university master's programmes, if the
diploma is obtained with good grades.

* If someone enters the third year of a bachelor’s degree after
obtaining an associate degree, their bachelor’s degree is known as a
discontinuous bachelor (kdrshendsi napayvasteh). A continuous
bachelor (kdrshendsi payvasteh) means someone has studied the
entire bachelor programme.



Bachelor’s degree (kdrshendsi L )L): diploma +

translation
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Official Translation from Persian
In the Name of the Most High
Emblem of fran
Islamic Republic of Iran

Iran University of Medical Sciences & Health-Therapeutic Services
Faculty of Nursing & Midwifery

Diploma of Completion of Studies

Photo of the holder under raised seal

No.:
Date: Dec. 13, 2003

By virtue of Ministry of Health, Treatment & Medical Education Establishment Act passed on Oct. 01,

1985 by the Islamic Consultative Assembly, whereas;
Ms. )

daughter of , holder of ID Card No. issued in , barn in , successfully completed
the Bachelors program in the ficld of Midwifery on May 28, 2002, this Diploma is conferred upon her
to enable her to enjoy all honors and privileges thereto appertaining. May she be successful in combining
knowledge and piety towards the satisfaction of God and in serving people.

Signed under raised seal:

- Dean of Faculty
- Chancellor of University

Translation of reverse side:

The lation of the present and the confirmation thereof by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is
authorized.

Signed & sealed by the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medication Education.

Registered under No. dated Dec. 13, 2003 in the Diplomas Book (signed)

B T T T TR N RERE AR 4+

True Translation Certified. Date: June 17, 2012
N.A.
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Professional Doctorate (Duktura
(s sac (5] yI80 [ o4 ya (o) 4SO

* Duration of schooling: 5-7 years
* Type of education: professional.

* Credits: 180 (5 years), 210 (6 years), 290 (7 years) > best indicator of
normal program length

e Purpose of diploma: access to certain professions.

* Architecture, dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary science require 5 or
6 years, medicine requires 6 or 7 years.

Can also be spelled as «s_+5-

1/29/2019
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Professional Doctorate (Duktura): diploma
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Master’s degree (kdrshendsi Arshad
Wiyl lid HLS)

* Duration of schooling: 2 years.
* Type of education: professional or research oriented.
* Credits: 28-32 (research) or 36-40 (coursework). Thesis is max. 10 credits.

* Purpose of diploma: access to doctoral programmes, if the diploma is
obtained with good grades.

* |f someone enters the master’s degree programme after obtaining a
bachelor’s degree, their master’s degree is known as a discontinuous
master (kdrshendsi-arshad napayvasteh). A continuous master (kdrshendsi-
arshad payvasteh) or Integrated master’s degree is a unified degree
(bachelor and master) in some professional specialisations such as
architecture.
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Master’s degree (karshendsi Arshad 28 ) bl HIS): diploma
+ transcript
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Doctorate (Duktura s/ 4589

 Commonly referred to as Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
* Duration: At least 3 years, max. 6 years
* Type of education: research oriented

* 2 stages:
e Coursework (12-30 credits), then comprehensive exam for entry to next stage
* Research with thesis
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Doctorate (Duktura «/59: diploma + transcript
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Grading system

Grading System: 0-20

* Basic Education: 7 minimum, 10 required for transfer to next year
(except in Persian, where a 10 is satisfactory)

* Secondary Education/Bachelor: 10 minimum
* Master: 12 minimum, 14 required for transfer
* Doctorate: 14 required in every subject



Evaluation tips and recommendations

* lIranian documents are written in Farsi (an Iranian language, written in an Arabic-like script). Only a few universities
use English documents.

* File: diploma (landscape) and accompanying transcript (portrait). Older diplomas pre-dating 1992 are in portrait
form. It should also include an official translation.

* English translations are usually authorized by the Ministry of Justice > Authorized translations do not provide
confirmation of authenticity.

. Persg-Ar)abic numerals are normally used (Eastern-Arabic numerals sometimes appear and a mix of the two is also
possible

* |ranian calendar is used

* If a file contains a bachelor diploma and a transcript of two years of study, it is probably the case that the student
has obtained an Associate degree first, before starting in the 3" year of the bachelor programme. Course of action:
requesting the Associate degree diploma and transcript.

* Many people only have a Temﬁorary Certificate instead of their official diploma. Temporary Certificates are
normally in portrait form and have the word <2 s« (movagqat, meaning temporary) in the title.

* Itis possible to email the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology to verify the accreditation of an educational
institution: cisc@msrt.ir.

e Link to good practices: EAR HEI manual Chapter 12 Refugees
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mailto:cisc@msrt.ir
http://www.eurorecognition.eu/manual/ear_manual_v_1.0.pdf

Useful resources and links

* Website of the Iranian Ministry of Science, Research and Technology in English
and in Persian. The English version contains a list of some of the recognized public
universities, the Persian version contains a list of all the different types of

recognised institutions . These lists also include contact information for the
Institutions.

* |ranian calendar converter
Existing country profiles

* Education system Iran, Nuffic
* Education in Iran, WES

e The Islamic Republic of Iran, Its Educational System and Methods of Evaluation,
ECE

e World Data on Education Iran, UNESCO
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https://www.msrt.ir/en
https://www.msrt.ir/fa
https://www.msrt.ir/en/page/150/public-universities
https://www.msrt.ir/fa/grid/45/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C
http://www.iranchamber.com/calendar/converter/iranian_calendar_converter.php
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-and-diplomas-iran/
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/02/education-in-iran
http://publications.ece.org/application/insights?id=40
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Publications/WDE/2010/pdf-versions/Islamic_Republic_of_Iran.pdf

References

e https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-and-diplomas-iran/

* https://wenr.wes.org/2017/02/education-in-iran
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https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-and-diplomas-iran/
https://wenr.wes.org/2017/02/education-in-iran

Thank you for your attention!

Any guestions?

—
—
;__!_

For more information about REACT, see https://www.nokut.no/en/about-
nokut/international-cooperation/erasmus-projects/react--refugees-and-
recognition/.

a0 The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the
o-funded by the

ST - Programme contents, which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use,
of the European Union which may be made of the information contained therein.
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